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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
DeRosa, Jr. et al.(US Patent 5,822,565). 

As to claim 1, DeRosa discloses a method, comprising initializing a media 
device(disk drive 12, see Fig. 1) during a pre-boot phase of a computer 
system(computer system 10, see Fig. 1), and reading a description of content stored on 
a self-describing media(computer disk, see column 4, line 35) by firmware of the 
computer system during the pre-boot phase(see column 4, lines 35-38), the self- 
describing media coupled to the media device(see column 4, lines 34-35). DeRosa also 
discloses extracting a first portion(configuration utility 20, see Fig. 1) of the content by 
the firmware to enable the firmware to recognize a second portion(system software 22, 
see Fig. 1) of the content(see column 4, lines 32-38), and accessing the second portion 
of the content by the firmware(see column 4, lines 35-38). 

As to claim 2, DeRosa discloses the method wherein extracting the first portion of 
the content comprises launching a pre-boot recovery utility extracted from the first 
portion of content to recover a storage device of the computer system(see column 4, 
lines 32-38). 
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As to claim 3, DeRosa discloses the method wherein the pre-boot recovery utility 
is an Extensible Firmware Interface (EFI) application(see column 8, lines 49-51). 

As to claim 4, DeRosa discloses the method wherein accessing the second 
portion of the content comprises writing a portion of the second portion of the content to 
the storage device using the pre-boot recovery utility(see column 4, lines 35-38). 

As to claim 5, DeRosa discloses the method wherein the storage device includes 
a magnetic hard disk(see column 4, lines 33-35). 

As to claim 6, DeRosa discloses the method wherein the media device includes a 
magnetic tape drive and the self-describing media includes a magnetic tape(see column 
4, lines 33-35). 

As to claim 7, DeRosa discloses the method further comprising recovering an 
operating system boot target stored on a storage device of the computer system from 
the magnetic tape using the pre-boot recovery utility during the pre-boot phase(see 
column 4, lines 35-38). 

As to claim 8, DeRosa discloses the method wherein extracting the first portion of 
the content comprises launching a file system driver stored in the first portion of the 
content, and mounting a file system on the computer system based on the file system 
driver(see column 4, lines 53-61). 

As to claim 9, DeRosa discloses the method wherein the file system driver to 
operate in accordance with the EFI framework standard(see column 8, lines 49-51). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/675, 1 63 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2116 

As to claim 10, DeRosa discloses the method wherein accessing the second 
portion of the content comprises accessing the second portion of the content by the 
firmware via the file system during the pre-boot phase(see column 4, lines 35-38). 

As to claim 1 1 , DeRosa discloses the method further comprising mounting a 
known file system on the computer system if the firmware recognizes the second 
portion of the content(see column 5, lines 64- column 6, line 3). 

As to claim 12, DeRosa discloses the method wherein the known file system is 
stored in the firmware(see column 5, lines 16-19). 

As to claim 1 3, DeRosa discloses an article of manufacture comprising a 
machine-readable medium(central processing unit (CPU) 11, see Fig. 1) including a 
plurality of instructions which when executed perform operations comprising, and 
initializing a media device(disk drive 12, see Fig. 1) during a pre-boot phase of a 
computer system(computer system 10, see Fig. 1). DeRosa also discloses reading a 
file system header(configuration utility 20, see Fig. 1) stored on a self-describing 
media(computer disk, see column 4, line 35) accessed by the media device during the 
pre-boot phase(see column 4, lines 35-38), the file system header describing 
information(system software 22, see Fig. 1) to enable the computer system to recognize 
media data stored on the self-describing media(see column 4, lines 34-35), extracting 
the information from the self-describing media to recognize the media data(see column 
4, lines 32-38), and accessing the media data stored on the self-describing media(see 
column 4, lines 35-38). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/675, 1 63 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2116 

As to claim 14, DeRosa discloses the article of manufacture wherein initializing 
the media device comprises layering an input/output interface onto an input/output 
access to the media device(see column 4, lines 22-24). 

As to claim 15, DeRosa discloses the article of manufacture wherein extracting 
the information from the self-describing media comprises launching a pre-boot recovery 
utility described by the file system header to recover a storage device of the computer 
system from the media data during the pre-boot phase(see column 4, lines 32-38). 

As to claim 16, DeRosa discloses the article of manufacture wherein the pre-boot 
recovery utility is an EFI application(see column 8, lines 49-51). 

As to claim 17, DeRosa discloses the article of manufacture of wherein 
accessing the media data comprises writing a portion of the media data from the self- 
describing media to the storage device using the pre-boot recovery utility(see column 4, 
lines 35-38). 

As to claim 18, DeRosa discloses the article of manufacture wherein extracting 
the information from the self-describing media comprises launching a file system driver 
stored on the self-describing media during the pre-boot phase, the file system driver 
described by the file system header, and mounting a file system on the computer 
system based on the file system driver during the pre-boot phase, the file system to 
enable the computer system to read the media data stored on the self-describing 
media(see column 4, lines 53-61). 
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As to claim 19, DeRosa discloses the article of manufacture wherein the file 
system driver to operate in accordance with the EFI framework standard(see column 8, 
lines 49-51). 

As to claim 20, DeRosa discloses the article of manufacture wherein execution of 
the plurality of instructions further perform operations comprising mounting a known file 
system on the computer system if the computer system recognizes the media data(see 
column 4, lines 53-61). 

As to claim 21, DeRosa discloses a computer system, comprising a 
processor(central processing unit (CPU) 1 1, see Fig. 1), and at least one flash 
device(main memory 16, see Fig. 1) operatively coupled to the processor, the at least 
one flash device including firmware instructions which when executed by the processor 
perform operations comprising initializing a media device(disk drive 12, see Fig. 1) 
during a pre-boot phase of a computer system(computer system 10, see Fig. 1), and 
reading a file system header(configuration utility 20, see Fig. 1) stored on a self- 
describing media(computer disk, see column 4, line 35) coupled to the media device 
during the pre-boot phase(see column 4, lines 35-38), the file system header indicating 
the location of information(system software 22, see Fig. 1) to enable the firmware to 
recognize media data stored on the self-describing media(see column 4, lines 34-35). 
DeRosa also discloses extracting the information from the self-describing media to 
recognize the media data(see column 4, lines 32-38), and accessing the media data 
stored on the self-describing media using the extracted information(see column 4, lines 
35-38). 
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As to claim 22, DeRosa discloses the computer system wherein extracting the 
information from the self-describing media comprises launching a pre-boot recovery 
utility located via the file system header to recover a storage device of the computer 
system from the media data during the pre-boot phase(see column 4, lines 32-38). 

As to claim 23, DeRosa discloses the computer system wherein execution of the 
plurality of instructions further perform operations comprising recovering a corrupted 
operating system boot target stored on the storage device using the pre-boot recovery 
utility, wherein the self-describing media includes a magnetic backup tape(see column 
4, lines 33-38). 

As to claim 24, DeRosa discloses the computer system wherein extracting the 
information from the self-describing media comprises launching a file system driver 
stored on the self-describing media, wherein the file system driver located via by the file 
system header; and mounting a file system on the computer system based on the file 
system driver, the file system to enable firmware of the computer system to read the 
media data(see column 4, lines 53-61). 

As to claim 25, DeRosa discloses the computer system wherein the firmware to 
operate in accordance with an Extensible Firmware Interface (EFI) framework 
standard(see column 8, lines 49-51). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is (571)272- 
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5932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:00am to 
3:30pm(EST). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIRS) system. Status information for the 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications are available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct. uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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